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About this guide: After working with 62+ journals and thousands of researchers worldwide, Yogesh Singh Bisht has
identified the exact tools that separate productive, well-published PhD scholars from those who struggle with workflow,
citations, journal selection, and plagiarism. This guide covers 60+ tools across 10 categories — with real descriptions,
pricing, URLs, and pro tips based on actual academic publishing experience.
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01 Literature Search & Discovery
Find peer-reviewed papers, citations, and research trends faster

Start here. Before writing a single word, every PhD scholar must know where to search for existing research. Using only
Google or Wikipedia is the fastest way to miss critical papers and get rejected by supervisors and journal reviewers alike.
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Google Scholar [ Free ]

■ scholar.google.com

The world's most widely used free academic search engine. Searches across journal articles, theses, books, conference
papers, and patents. Links to full-text PDFs where available. Supports citation tracking and author profile creation.

Best for: Initial literature discovery, citation counts, finding related works

★ Pro tip: Set up keyword alerts for your research topic — Scholar emails you when new papers match

Scopus [ Institutional / Paid ]

■ scopus.com

The largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed literature. Covers 25,000+ journals across all disciplines. More
rigorous quality control than Google Scholar. Best for citation analysis, author search, and journal ranking metrics
(CiteScore, SJR).

Best for: Systematic reviews, citation analysis, finding Scopus-indexed authors

★ Pro tip: Use 'Analyze search results' to generate visualisations of research trends over time

Web of Science [ Institutional / Paid ]

■ webofscience.com

Clarivate's flagship database — the gold standard for Impact Factor and citation tracking. Covers Core Collection including
SCIE, SSCI, A&HCI.; Essential for tracking highly cited papers and finding journals with the highest impact in your field.

Best for: High-impact literature, Impact Factor analysis, systematic reviews

★ Pro tip: Use the Cited Reference Search to trace the intellectual history of a topic

Semantic Scholar [ Free ]

■ semanticscholar.org

AI-powered academic search from Allen Institute for AI. Uses machine learning to highlight influential papers, extract key
findings, and identify research gaps. Free alternative to Scopus for intelligent literature discovery.

Best for: AI-assisted paper discovery, research gap identification, free Scopus alternative

★ Pro tip: Use 'Highly Influential Citations' filter to find papers that fundamentally shaped a field

PubMed / MEDLINE [ Free ]

■ pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

The definitive database for biomedical and life science literature. Managed by the US National Library of Medicine. Essential
for medical, nursing, pharmacy, and health science researchers. Free, comprehensive, and updated daily.

Best for: Medical, health science, biology, clinical research literature

★ Pro tip: Use MeSH terms (Medical Subject Headings) for more precise and reproducible searches

JSTOR [ Free / Institutional ]

■ jstor.org

Digital library of academic journals, books, and primary sources across humanities and social sciences. Offers historical
archives of journals going back to the 1800s. Many articles are free to read with a free JSTOR account.

Best for: Humanities, social sciences, historical journal archives

★ Pro tip: Register for a free account to read up to 100 articles per month without institutional access
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BASE (Bielefeld Academic Search Engine) [ Free ]

■ base-search.net

One of the world's most voluminous search engines for academic web resources. Searches 300+ million documents from
10,000+ content providers. Particularly strong for Open Access content.

Best for: Open Access papers, grey literature, thesis discovery

★ Pro tip: Filter by 'Open Access' to find freely downloadable full-text papers instantly
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02 Reference Manager & Citations
Organise, cite, and manage your bibliography without losing your mind

Never manually type a reference again. Reference managers save PhD scholars hundreds of hours. Every paper you
read goes into your reference manager. Every citation in your thesis or paper is inserted automatically in the exact format
required (APA, MLA, Vancouver, IEEE, etc.).

Zotero [ Free (Open Source) ]

■ zotero.org

The most popular free, open-source reference manager. Works with Word, LibreOffice, and Google Docs. Browser
extension automatically captures citation metadata from any webpage or database. Supports 10,000+ citation styles. Syncs
across devices with free 300MB cloud storage.

Best for: All PhD scholars — best free reference manager available

★ Pro tip: Use Zotero Groups for collaborative research projects — share your library with co-authors

Mendeley [ Free / Freemium ]

■ mendeley.com

Elsevier's reference manager and academic social network combined. PDF organiser with annotation tools, citation plugin
for Word, and researcher networking features. 2GB free storage. Particularly popular in STEM fields.

Best for: PDF management, annotating papers, academic networking, STEM research

★ Pro tip: Use the 'Suggest Articles' feature — Mendeley recommends papers based on what you've saved

EndNote [ Paid (Free via institutions) ]

■ endnote.com

The professional-grade reference manager used by serious researchers and universities worldwide. Handles the most
complex bibliography requirements including law, medicine, and grey literature. Most comprehensive citation style support
(7,000+ styles).

Best for: Complex bibliography projects, law, medicine, institutional use

★ Pro tip: Check if your university provides EndNote free — most universities have campus licences

RefWorks [ Institutional ]

■ refworks.com

Cloud-based reference manager designed specifically for academic institutions. Excellent for researchers who switch
between computers frequently. Strong GDPR compliance — popular in European universities.

Best for: University-based researchers, cloud collaboration, European institutions

★ Pro tip: Integrates directly with institutional library databases for one-click import

Paperpile [ Paid ($2.99/month) ]

■ paperpile.com

Google Docs-native reference manager — the best choice if you write in Google Docs. Fast, clean interface with excellent
PDF management. Syncs with Google Drive automatically.

Best for: Google Docs users, cloud-first researchers

★ Pro tip: The Google Docs integration is seamless — insert citations without leaving your document

https://digitalbisht.com
https://digitalbisht.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yogeshsinghbisht/
https://zotero.org
https://mendeley.com
https://endnote.com
https://refworks.com
https://paperpile.com


ESSENTIAL TOOLS EVERY PhD SCHOLAR MUST USE  |  Free Guide by Yogesh Singh Bisht digitalbisht.com

Yogesh Singh Bisht  |  OJS Expert & Crossref Ambassador  |  digitalbisht.com  |  linkedin.com/in/yogeshsinghbisht Page 5

03 Writing & Document Tools
Write, format, and typeset your research documents professionally

LaTeX / Overleaf [ Free / Paid ]

■ overleaf.com

LaTeX is the gold standard for academic typesetting — produces beautiful, publication-ready documents with perfect
equations, cross-references, and bibliography formatting. Overleaf is the cloud LaTeX editor used by 11 million researchers
worldwide. Most journals provide LaTeX templates.

Best for: STEM research papers, journal submissions, thesis formatting, equations

★ Pro tip: Use your target journal's official LaTeX template from Overleaf's template gallery

Microsoft Word [ Paid (Free via institutions) ]

■ microsoft.com/word

The most universally accepted document format for journal submissions in humanities, social sciences, and medicine.
Essential for track-changes during peer review. Use with Zotero or Mendeley plugin for automated references.

Best for: Humanities, social science, medicine, all fields requiring .docx format

★ Pro tip: Use Styles (Heading 1, 2, Normal) consistently — makes converting to other formats much easier

Grammarly [ Free / Paid ]

■ grammarly.com

AI writing assistant that checks grammar, spelling, style, and tone in real time. Premium version checks clarity, engagement,
and delivery. Works as browser extension, Word plugin, and desktop app. Essential for non-native English writers submitting
to English-language journals.

Best for: Non-native English writers, proofreading, improving academic writing style

★ Pro tip: Use the 'Goals' feature — set Document Type to 'Academic' for research-appropriate suggestions

Hemingway Editor [ Free ]

■ hemingwayapp.com

Highlights complex sentences, passive voice, and adverb overuse. Gives your text a readability grade. Forces academic
writers to be clearer and more concise — a skill that dramatically improves journal acceptance rates.

Best for: Improving clarity and readability of abstract and introduction sections

★ Pro tip: Paste your abstract in — if it reads above Grade 10, simplify it for broader academic appeal

Google Docs [ Free ]

■ docs.google.com

Cloud-based word processor for real-time collaboration. Ideal for co-authored papers where multiple researchers need to
edit simultaneously. Version history is automatic. Use with Paperpile for citation management.

Best for: Collaborative writing, co-authored papers, remote research teams

★ Pro tip: Use Suggesting mode instead of Edit mode when collaborating — preserves original while showing changes
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Authorea [ Free / Paid ]

■ authorea.com

Collaborative writing platform designed specifically for academic research. Supports LaTeX, rich text, and Markdown.
Built-in data visualisation, figure management, and preprint submission to major servers.

Best for: Collaborative academic writing, preprint submission, data-driven papers

★ Pro tip: Use the built-in Jupyter notebook integration to embed live data and code in your paper
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04 Research Data & Analysis
Analyse data, create visualisations, and manage your research datasets

SPSS [ Paid (Free trial / institutional) ]

■ ibm.com/spss

IBM's Statistical Package for Social Sciences — the most widely used statistical analysis tool in social sciences, psychology,
education, and health research. Point-and-click interface with comprehensive statistical tests.

Best for: Social science, psychology, education, health science quantitative research

★ Pro tip: Many universities provide SPSS free to students — check with your IT department

R / RStudio [ Free (Open Source) ]

■ rstudio.com

R is the gold standard for statistical computing and data visualisation in academia. Free, open-source, with thousands of
packages covering every analysis imaginable. RStudio provides a clean IDE for writing R code. Growing rapidly as the
standard in all sciences.

Best for: Statistics, data science, bioinformatics, ecology, economics — any quantitative research

★ Pro tip: Use ggplot2 for publication-quality charts — most journals accept ggplot2 figures directly

Python (Jupyter Notebook) [ Free ]

■ jupyter.org

Python is the programming language of modern research. Jupyter Notebooks combine code, results, and narrative text in
one document — the new standard for reproducible research. Pandas for data analysis, Matplotlib/Seaborn for visualisation,
SciPy for statistics.

Best for: Data science, machine learning, computational research, reproducible analysis

★ Pro tip: Always include your notebook in supplementary materials — reviewers increasingly expect reproducibility

NVivo [ Paid (institutional) ]

■ lumivero.com/products/nvivo

The leading qualitative data analysis tool for interviews, focus groups, surveys, and document analysis. Used by researchers
in social sciences, education, health, and business for coding, theming, and pattern discovery in qualitative data.

Best for: Qualitative research, grounded theory, thematic analysis, mixed methods

★ Pro tip: Use NVivo's Query features to find patterns across coding nodes automatically

ATLAS.ti [ Paid ]

■ atlasti.com

Professional qualitative and mixed methods research software. Strong visual mapping tools for building conceptual
frameworks. Widely used in sociology, anthropology, political science, and nursing research.

Best for: Qualitative coding, conceptual mapping, grounded theory, phenomenology

★ Pro tip: ATLAS.ti Cloud version allows real-time collaborative qualitative analysis

https://digitalbisht.com
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VOSviewer [ Free ]

■ vosviewer.com

Powerful free tool for constructing and visualising bibliometric networks. Creates co-authorship maps, keyword
co-occurrence networks, and citation maps. Essential for systematic reviews and mapping a research field's landscape.

Best for: Bibliometric analysis, systematic review mapping, co-citation analysis

★ Pro tip: Export your Scopus or WoS search results and import directly into VOSviewer for instant mapping

Gephi [ Free ]

■ gephi.org

Open-source network analysis and visualisation platform. Used to visualise co-authorship networks, citation networks, and
social media networks. Can handle millions of nodes — ideal for large-scale bibliometric studies.

Best for: Network visualisation, social network analysis, large-scale bibliometrics

★ Pro tip: Use the ForceAtlas2 layout for academic citation networks — produces the clearest visualisations

05 Plagiarism Check & AI Detection
Protect your academic integrity before submission

Critical before every submission. Journals use iThenticate or Turnitin to check every submitted manuscript. If your paper
returns a high similarity score, it will be rejected — even if the overlap is from your own previous work (self-plagiarism).
AI-generated content detection is now standard at top journals.

iThenticate [ Paid (per-check) ]

■ ithenticate.com

The gold standard plagiarism detection tool used by 97% of top academic journals including Nature, Elsevier, Springer, and
Wiley. Compares your manuscript against 99+ billion web pages and 74+ million published works. Every serious researcher
should run iThenticate before submission.

Best for: Pre-submission plagiarism check for any manuscript targeting serious journals

★ Pro tip: Exclude reference list and quoted sections from the similarity report for an accurate reading

Turnitin [ Institutional ]

■ turnitin.com

Used by universities worldwide for thesis and assignment plagiarism detection. Your university's submission portal likely
uses Turnitin. Also includes AI writing detection to identify ChatGPT or AI-generated content.

Best for: Thesis submission, university coursework, institutional plagiarism checking

★ Pro tip: Always check your thesis chapter by chapter before final submission — not just the whole document

Grammarly Plagiarism Checker [ Paid (Premium) ]

■ grammarly.com

Premium Grammarly includes a plagiarism checker that compares against 16 billion web pages. Not as comprehensive as
iThenticate for academic databases, but useful for quick checks and available within the writing environment.

Best for: Quick web-based plagiarism check combined with grammar correction

★ Pro tip: Use alongside iThenticate — Grammarly catches web sources while iThenticate catches journal text
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Copyleaks [ Freemium ]

■ copyleaks.com

AI-powered plagiarism and AI content detection platform. Detects paraphrased plagiarism better than traditional similarity
tools. Also identifies ChatGPT, GPT-4, and other AI-generated content — increasingly required before journal submission.

Best for: AI content detection, paraphrase plagiarism, web and academic source comparison

★ Pro tip: Run AI detection separately from plagiarism detection — they use different analysis engines

GPTZero [ Free / Paid ]

■ gptzero.me

Dedicated AI content detection tool that identifies text written or assisted by ChatGPT, GPT-4, Claude, and other language
models. Many journals now require AI disclosure — use this to identify and properly disclose any AI-assisted sections.

Best for: AI writing detection, pre-submission AI disclosure compliance

★ Pro tip: Even if you use AI for editing, run GPTZero and disclose any detected AI assistance in your submission

https://digitalbisht.com
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06 Collaboration & Productivity
Manage your time, collaborate with co-authors, and stay organised

Notion [ Free / Paid ]

■ notion.so

All-in-one workspace for PhD scholars — combines notes, task management, database, and wiki in one tool. Use it to
organise literature notes, research plans, writing schedules, and supervisor meeting notes. Highly customisable.

Best for: Research planning, literature notes, PhD project management

★ Pro tip: Create a PhD Research Dashboard in Notion — track papers read, chapters written, and deadlines

Trello [ Free / Paid ]

■ trello.com

Visual project management using Kanban boards. Simple, intuitive, and free for basic use. Ideal for tracking paper
submission status: In Progress > Under Review > Revision > Accepted.

Best for: Tracking submission pipeline, collaborative project management

★ Pro tip: Create a board for each paper: Literature > Writing > Review > Revision > Submission > Accepted

Slack [ Free / Paid ]

■ slack.com

Team communication platform widely used by research groups and lab teams. Organise discussions by channel (lab
meetings, paper drafts, data, conferences). Integrates with Google Drive, Dropbox, and GitHub for file sharing.

Best for: Research group communication, lab collaboration, conference coordination

★ Pro tip: Create a private Slack channel for each paper with co-authors — keeps email clean

Obsidian [ Free ]

■ obsidian.md

Knowledge graph note-taking app that links your notes like a personal Wikipedia. Perfect for building a 'second brain' of
research knowledge. All notes stored as plain Markdown files — no vendor lock-in.

Best for: Literature notes, building conceptual connections, research second brain

★ Pro tip: Use the Zotero integration plugin to pull your reference notes directly into Obsidian

Toggl Track [ Free ]

■ toggl.com

Simple time tracking app for PhD scholars. Track hours spent on literature review, writing, data analysis, teaching, and
supervision meetings. Understanding where your PhD time goes is the first step to improving productivity.

Best for: Time tracking, understanding your research time allocation

★ Pro tip: Most PhD scholars are shocked to find they spend less than 30% of 'work time' on actual research

Calendly [ Free / Paid ]

■ calendly.com

Automated scheduling tool to coordinate supervisor meetings, collaborator calls, and conference presentations without email
back-and-forth.

Best for: Supervisor meetings, international collaborator scheduling, defence scheduling

★ Pro tip: Set buffer time between meetings in Calendly — PhD work needs deep focus blocks
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07 Journal Discovery & Submission
Find the right journal, avoid predatory outlets, and submit with confidence

Journal selection is one of the most important decisions a researcher makes. Submitting to the wrong journal — or a
predatory journal — can derail a PhD and damage a career. Use these tools to find legitimate, indexed journals that match
your research scope.

DOAJ — Directory of Open Access Journals [ Free ]

■ doaj.org

The most trusted directory of legitimate Open Access journals. If a journal is not in DOAJ, it is not a verified OA journal.
Search by subject, keyword, or language. Every listed journal has passed quality checks.

Best for: Verifying OA journal legitimacy, finding OA journals in your field

★ Pro tip: Use DOAJ search BEFORE submitting to any open access journal — it takes 30 seconds to verify

Scopus Sources List [ Free ]

■ scopus.com/sources

The official list of all journals indexed in Scopus. Search by title or ISSN to instantly verify if a journal is Scopus-indexed.
Also shows CiteScore, SJR, and SNIP metrics for each indexed journal.

Best for: Verifying Scopus indexing claims, comparing journal metrics

★ Pro tip: Sort by CiteScore to find the highest-impact Scopus journals in your subject area

Elsevier Journal Finder [ Free ]

■ journalfinder.elsevier.com

Paste your abstract and title — Elsevier's AI matches it to the best Elsevier journal. Shows scope match, acceptance rate,
and time to first decision.

Best for: Finding the right Elsevier journal for your paper

★ Pro tip: Try multiple abstract versions — small wording changes can surface different journal matches

Springer Journal Suggester [ Free ]

■ journalsuggester.springer.com

Similar to Elsevier's finder but for Springer Nature journals. Suggests the best Springer journal based on your abstract and
subject area.

Best for: Finding the right Springer Nature journal for your paper

★ Pro tip: The 'Open Access' filter shows only Gold OA journals — important if your funder requires OA

Think. Check. Submit. [ Free ]

■ thinkchecksubmit.org

An international initiative to help researchers identify trustworthy journals. Provides a simple checklist to evaluate any journal
before submission. Particularly important for early-career researchers unfamiliar with predatory publishing.

Best for: Evaluating journal legitimacy before submission — especially unfamiliar journals

★ Pro tip: Use Think. Check. Submit. for any journal you have not published in before
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Beall's List [ Free ]

■ beallslist.net

The maintained list of potentially predatory publishers and journals. Check this list BEFORE submitting to any journal you
are uncertain about. A journal on Beall's List should be avoided regardless of what it promises.

Best for: Checking if a journal is predatory — essential pre-submission verification

★ Pro tip: Also search the journal name + 'predatory' on Google — researcher communities actively discuss known predators

AskBisht [ Free ]

■ askbisht.com

A free journal discovery and verification platform founded by Yogesh Singh Bisht. Designed specifically for researchers
looking for indexed, legitimate journals for submission. Helps identify suitable journals by scope, indexing status, and APC
information.

Best for: Indian and international researchers finding indexed journals for submission

★ Pro tip: Use AskBisht before Elsevier/Springer finders for broader, multi-publisher discovery

Scimago Journal Rankings [ Free ]

■ scimagojr.com

Free journal ranking and visualisation tool based on Scopus data. Shows SJR quartiles (Q1–Q4) for every Scopus-indexed
journal. Use this to compare journal prestige within your specific subject area.

Best for: Comparing journal ranking and impact within a discipline

★ Pro tip: Q1 journals are the most prestigious in their category — aim for Q1 or Q2 for your best work
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08 Research Impact & Metrics
Track your citations, build your academic profile, and measure your impact

ORCID [ Free ]

■ orcid.org

Your unique researcher identifier — the academic equivalent of a passport. 16-digit iD (e.g., 0000-0002-1825-0097) that
permanently distinguishes you from every other researcher with the same name. Required by most journals and all major
funding agencies. Register once, use everywhere.

Best for: Every researcher — registering ORCID is non-negotiable in modern academia

★ Pro tip: Connect ORCID to Scopus, Web of Science, and your institution — auto-populates your publication list

Google Scholar Profile [ Free ]

■ scholar.google.com/citations

Create a public Google Scholar profile to track your citations, h-index, and i10-index automatically. Your profile page shows
all your papers, citation counts, and co-author network. Essential for professional visibility and supervisor/employer
searches.

Best for: Building public academic profile, citation tracking, h-index monitoring

★ Pro tip: Set your profile to public — hiring committees routinely Google Scholar candidates before interviews

ResearchGate [ Free ]

■ researchgate.net

Academic social network with 25+ million researchers. Upload your papers, track reads and citations, ask and answer
research questions, and network with researchers worldwide. ResearchGate Score measures your research impact across
dimensions.

Best for: Research networking, paper sharing, finding collaborators, visibility

★ Pro tip: Upload full-text PDFs of your papers where copyright allows — it dramatically increases reads and citations

Academia.edu [ Free / Paid ]

■ academia.edu

Alternative academic networking platform where researchers share papers and track analytics. Upload preprints and
accepted manuscripts to reach researchers outside major databases.

Best for: Paper sharing, academic visibility, preprint distribution

★ Pro tip: The free version is sufficient for most PhD scholars — premium features offer minimal extra value

Altmetric [ Free (Explore) / Institutional ]

■ altmetric.com

Tracks online attention to your papers: news mentions, social media shares, policy documents, Wikipedia citations, and blog
posts. Modern funders want to see broader societal impact beyond just citation counts.

Best for: Demonstrating broader research impact, grant reporting, public engagement metrics

★ Pro tip: Share the Altmetric donut badge on LinkedIn when your paper gets significant online attention
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Dimensions [ Free ]

■ app.dimensions.ai

Free research intelligence platform covering 135+ million publications. Tracks citations, funding connections, clinical trials,
patents, and policy documents linked to research. Strong for tracing research-to-impact pathways.

Best for: Research impact analysis, funding landscape, policy document tracking

★ Pro tip: Use Dimensions to find which grant funders support research in your area

09 AI Tools for Research
Use AI to accelerate research — responsibly and transparently

Use AI as a tool, not a shortcut. AI tools can dramatically accelerate literature review, summarisation, and writing
improvement. But using AI to generate research content without disclosure violates academic integrity policies at most
universities and journals. Always disclose AI assistance in your methods or acknowledgements section.

Elicit [ Free / Paid ]

■ elicit.com

AI research assistant trained specifically on academic papers. Ask research questions in plain English and Elicit finds
relevant papers, extracts key findings, and summarises methodology and results. Far more accurate than asking ChatGPT
about academic literature.

Best for: Literature review acceleration, finding papers on specific research questions

★ Pro tip: Use Elicit's 'Extract data' feature to build comparison tables across multiple papers automatically

Consensus [ Free / Paid ]

■ consensus.app

AI-powered semantic search engine that answers research questions by analysing academic papers. Shows the consensus
of scientific literature on any question. Cites sources directly — every answer links to the papers it drew from.

Best for: Finding scientific consensus, rapid literature screening, fact-checking claims

★ Pro tip: Use Consensus to quickly establish whether your research hypothesis has been previously tested

ResearchRabbit [ Free ]

■ researchrabbitapp.com

AI literature mapping tool that shows you the network of papers connected to any seed paper. Finds cited papers, papers
that cite your seed, and co-cited works. Visualises how papers are connected to help you navigate a field quickly.

Best for: Literature mapping, finding connected papers, visualising research landscapes

★ Pro tip: Start with 2–3 key papers in your field and ResearchRabbit builds your full literature map

Connected Papers [ Free / Paid ]

■ connectedpapers.com

Visual tool that creates a graph of papers related to any paper you enter. Uses similarity algorithms to map the intellectual
neighbourhood of any paper. Excellent for finding foundational papers you might have missed.

Best for: Finding related and foundational papers, visual literature mapping

★ Pro tip: The 'Prior Works' feature shows the foundational papers that your key paper builds upon
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Claude (Anthropic) [ Free / Paid ]

■ claude.ai

Advanced AI assistant for research tasks: summarising papers, improving writing clarity, suggesting structure for literature
reviews, brainstorming research angles, and explaining complex concepts. Strong at understanding academic context.

Best for: Writing improvement, paper summarisation, brainstorming, concept explanation

★ Pro tip: Feed Claude a paper abstract and ask: 'What research gaps does this suggest?' for new ideas

Scite.ai [ Free / Paid ]

■ scite.ai

AI tool that shows how papers have been cited — whether citing papers support, contradict, or merely mention a claim.
Smart Citation shows the actual context of each citation. Essential for literature review quality and avoiding over-relying on
disputed findings.

Best for: Understanding citation context, verifying how findings have been received by the field

★ Pro tip: Use Scite to check if a seminal paper you are citing has been contradicted by later work
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10 Publishing Ethics & Compliance
Understand publishing ethics, rights, and compliance before you submit

COPE — Committee on Publication Ethics [ Free ]

■ publicationethics.org

The international body that sets ethical standards for academic publishing. COPE's guidelines define what constitutes
misconduct, how to handle authorship disputes, retractions, and peer review manipulation. Every researcher should read
COPE's core principles.

Best for: Understanding your rights and responsibilities as an author

★ Pro tip: Read the COPE Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers if you are asked to review papers

SHERPA/RoMEO [ Free ]

■ v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

Database of journal publisher policies on self-archiving and Open Access. Enter any journal name to see: can you post a
preprint? Can you share the accepted manuscript? Where and when? Essential for researchers required to self-archive by
their institutions.

Best for: Understanding self-archiving rights, funder OA compliance, preprint policies

★ Pro tip: Check SHERPA/RoMEO BEFORE submitting — some journals prohibit preprint sharing after submission

ICMJE Guidelines [ Free ]

■ icmje.org

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors recommendations for authorship, conflict of interest, peer review, and
research integrity. The definitive standard for biomedical journal authorship criteria worldwide.

Best for: Medical, clinical, and health science researchers; all researchers defining authorship

★ Pro tip: If a co-author meets only 1 or 2 of the 4 ICMJE criteria, they should be acknowledged, not listed as author

ORCID [ Free ]

■ orcid.org

Researchers ethics require clear attribution. ORCID ensures your work is always correctly attributed to you — protecting
against name confusion, fraud, and mis-attribution. Required for Crossref DOI deposits and most major journal submissions.

Best for: Author identity, proper attribution, fraud prevention

★ Pro tip: Link all your publications in ORCID — future employers and grant committees will check this

CrossMark [ Free for CrossRef members ]

■ crossref.org/crossmark

CrossMark is a Crossref service that adds a mark to published articles that is updated when the content is corrected or
retracted. As an author, you benefit from CrossMark when your cited papers are updated — you see the current status of
any paper.

Best for: Understanding retraction and correction status of papers you cite

★ Pro tip: When reading a paper, look for the CrossMark logo — click it to see if it has been corrected
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PrePrint Servers (arXiv, bioRxiv, SSRN) [ Free ]

■ arxiv.org

Preprint servers allow researchers to share findings publicly before peer review. arXiv for physics/math/CS, bioRxiv for
biology, SSRN for social sciences, medRxiv for medicine. Sharing preprints accelerates science and establishes priority of
discovery.

Best for: Sharing findings early, establishing priority, getting community feedback before peer review

★ Pro tip: Check your target journal's preprint policy via SHERPA/RoMEO before posting — most allow it

MASTER QUICK-REFERENCE: All 60+ Tools at a Glance

Category Tool URL Cost

Literature Search Google Scholar scholar.google.com Free

Scopus scopus.com Institutional

Web of Science webofscience.com Institutional

Semantic Scholar semanticscholar.org Free

PubMed pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov Free

BASE base-search.net Free

JSTOR jstor.org Free/Inst.

Reference Manager Zotero zotero.org Free

Mendeley mendeley.com Free

EndNote endnote.com Paid/Inst.

Paperpile paperpile.com $2.99/mo

Writing Overleaf / LaTeX overleaf.com Free/Paid

Grammarly grammarly.com Free/Paid

Hemingway Editor hemingwayapp.com Free

Authorea authorea.com Free/Paid

Data & Analysis R / RStudio rstudio.com Free

Python / Jupyter jupyter.org Free

SPSS ibm.com/spss Institutional

NVivo lumivero.com/nvivo Paid

VOSviewer vosviewer.com Free

Gephi gephi.org Free

Plagiarism iThenticate ithenticate.com Paid

Turnitin turnitin.com Institutional

Copyleaks copyleaks.com Freemium

GPTZero gptzero.me Free/Paid

Productivity Notion notion.so Free/Paid
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Obsidian obsidian.md Free

Toggl Track toggl.com Free

Trello trello.com Free/Paid

Journal Discovery DOAJ doaj.org Free

Scimago JR scimagojr.com Free

Scopus Sources scopus.com/sources Free

Think.Check.Submit. thinkchecksubmit.org Free

Beall's List beallslist.net Free

AskBisht askbisht.com Free

Research Impact ORCID orcid.org Free

Google Scholar Profile scholar.google.com Free

ResearchGate researchgate.net Free

Altmetric altmetric.com Free/Inst.

Dimensions app.dimensions.ai Free

AI Tools Elicit elicit.com Free/Paid

Consensus consensus.app Free/Paid

ResearchRabbit researchrabbitapp.com Free

Connected Papers connectedpapers.com Free/Paid

Scite.ai scite.ai Free/Paid

Ethics COPE publicationethics.org Free

SHERPA/RoMEO v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo Free

ICMJE Guidelines icmje.org Free

arXiv / bioRxiv arxiv.org / biorxiv.org Free

Publishing Your Research? Let an Expert Help Your Journal
Get Indexed.

If you are a researcher whose institution is launching a journal, or if your journal is not appearing in Google Scholar,

Scopus, or DOAJ, Yogesh Singh Bisht provides the technical and strategic expertise to fix it. 62+ journals launched.

30+ Scopus indexed. Crossref Ambassador.

Yogesh Singh Bisht
Journal Publishing & Indexing Specialist

Crossref Ambassador · SSP Member · New Delhi, India

■ https://digitalbisht.com ■ linkedin.com/in/yogeshsinghbisht

OJS Expert Solutions · Digital Bisht · OJS Academy · AskBisht 62+ Journals | 30+ Scopus | 10+ Years
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Free Resource: Share this guide with PhD scholars, research supervisors, and university research offices. Every tool listed
is independently chosen based on real academic publishing experience — no sponsored recommendations. For journal
setup and indexing services, visit digitalbisht.com | Discover journals at askbisht.com
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